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THAT CAN’T MISS

60 YEARS AGO, TIME 
STOPPED FOR TEXANS

F O R  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R AT I V E  M E M B E R S N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

Happy 
Tales 

 
Cowboy poets gather  

in Alpine to spin stories  
and make music



855-274-0844 | PHICares.com

SECONDS 
MATTER!

When life-threatening medical emergencies strike, every moment counts.  
The time it takes to reach the hospital can be critical.

PHI Cares Membership: Protecting Your Finances and Peace of Mind
Join PHI Cares, the national air ambulance membership program that shields you from  
out-of-pocket costs associated with PHI Air Medical transport.

PHI CARES BENEFITS
 » NO OUT-OF-POCKET expenses for PHI air medical transport.

 » FREE FAMILY TRAX APP to stay connected during emergencies.

 » COVERAGE for your entire household

FOR LESS THAN $5 A MONTH,  
gain the assurance of a PHI Cares Membership  
that secures your financial well-being.

Sign up now! 

Call 855-274-0844
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ON THE COVER 
Burleson singer-songwriter 
Kristyn Harris at the Lone Star 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering. 
ABOVE 
An ensemble of artists  
performs the finale, a tribute  
to Charles Goodnight. 
Photos by Dave Shafer

‘Its Own  
Sweet Sound’  
Cowboy poetry devotees ensure a Western 
tradition continues to find reverent audiences. 

Story by Jessica Ridge 
Photos by Dave Shafer 
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Glorious 
Overtones 
Pamela Dawson, choir director at DeSoto 
High School, south of Dallas, won a Grammy 
Music Educator Award in February—a lofty 
honor for a teacher whose students have 
performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City 
and have landed on Broadway. 

“I am this lady from Detroit, Michigan, 
who just loves music and wants to impart 
that into my students,” says Dawson, who 
began at DeSoto in 2006.  

 “Happiness is  
having a large,  
loving, caring, 
close-knit family 
in another city.” 
— G E O R G E  B U R N S

 
W I L E Y  P O S T,  pictured below, famous for his around-the-world flights in the 
1930s, was born 125 years ago this month near Grand Saline, east of Dallas.  

Post, credited with discovering the jet stream, twice set speed records  
for circling the globe. The celebrated adventurer, born November 22, 1898, 
perished with close friend Will Rogers in a plane crash in Alaska in 1935. 

 
World Renown 
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FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE 
Why doesn’t  
somebody invent … 
 

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post.  
Include your co-op and town.  

Here are some of the responses to 
our September prompt: My favorite 
swimming hole is  …  
 
As a teen it was Menard Creek,  
but at 83 it is my bathtub.  
P A U L  P A G E  
J A S P E R - N E W T O N  E C  
K I R B Y V I L L E  
 

The creek in my backyard.   
R AY  W O L B R E C H T  
P E D E R N A L E S  E C  
B L A N C O  
 

The next one. I have always been  
a sucker for swimming holes, ever  
since childhood. They always  
have a “Huck Finn” feel to me— 
very nostalgic—so if I see one, and  
I have shorts nearby, I jump in.  
D AV E  B O H N  
P E D E R N A L E S  E C  
C A N Y O N  L A K E  
 

Balmorhea State Park pool— 
nothing better. 
L I S A  H O L L O W AY  F I T Z S I M M O N S  
V I A  F A C E B O O K  

 
Hamilton Pool. 
A L A N  A R R O W O O D  
V I A  F A C E B O O K   
 

Visit our website to see more  
responses.

 Contests and More 
 
ENTER CONTESTS AT 
TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM   
$500 RECIPE CONTEST  
Perfect Potluck  
FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS  
Architecture           
CAST-IRON GIVEAWAY 
Time is running out to win heirloom-quality 
cookware from Fredericksburg Cast Iron Co. 
Enter online now for your chance to win. 

 
T E X AS ’  S T R O N G  T I E S  to the moon are indisputable. After all, the world  
listened in as Neil Armstrong uttered these words during the Apollo 11 
mission July 20, 1969: “Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has 
landed.” 

Now, as NASA prepares to send astronauts back to the moon and  
establish a long-term presence there, the agency has contracted Austin  
3D printing firm Icon to launch construction technologies for lunar land-
ing pads, habitats and roads. 

Closer to home, Icon has been creating 3D-printed houses and military 
barracks using gigantic robotic printers that layer the company’s propri-
etary concrete mix.  

 
There Goes the 
Neighborhood 

In Favor of  
Heat Pumps 
Heat pumps are gaining popularity 
in the U.S, outselling gas furnaces 
by a wide margin in 2022. They're 
more energy-efficient, using much 
less electricity than traditional heat-
ing and air conditioning units.
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TCP Talk

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3   Dance Hall Darlings 

 “The Triumphs played at our 
Somerville High School prom, 
and we went to most of the 
dance halls mentioned. Brought 
back many great memories. ” 
J U L I E  P A Z D R A L  F U L L E R  
C O S E R V  
F R I S C O  

Labyrinth Love 
My son built a labyrinth in Denton for 
his Eagle Scout project in 2006 [Circles of 
Life, August 2023]. It’s at First Christian 
Church, 1203 Fulton St., in the grassy 
area adjacent to the parking lot. 
 
Betsy Deiterman 
Sam Houston EC 
Livingston 
 
 
Prize of the Pasture 
About the only time my mom would sub-
mit to bouncing around the pasture in 
the pickup with my dad and me on our 
ranch at Big Lake was when she was on 
her annual quest for agarita berries 
[Make Your Shelf Useful, August 2023]. 

We would find the plants here and 
there and pick off the little berries. When 
she had enough, Mom would make the 
most succulent pale red agarita jelly  
that would complement our breakfast 
table for months. 
 
Jim McCoy 
Southwest Texas EC 
Big Lake 
 

 
It was always a  
good day when the 
Triumphs came  
to town. 

B R U C E  G O O DW Y N   
V I A  FA C E B O O K

Massive Mums 
I attended San Marcos High 
School 1968–71. We had 
Texas-sized mums back 
then—real mums [Bigger and 
Better—Together, September 
2023]. Most had masses of 
ribbons, buttons, charms  
and bells attached. It was a 
big deal to have one. 
  
Paula T. Phillips 
Pedernales EC 
San Marcos 
 
 

Literary Great 
Lonesome Dove may be  
the best book I’ve ever read 
[A Page of the Past, August 
2023]. Since I’m 92, I’ve read  
a lot of books. 

If he had never written 
anything other than Lone-
some Dove, Larry McMurtry 
would still be known among 
any of the prior great writers.   
 
Jerry Pentecost 
Jackson EC 
Port Lavaca 
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 W R I T E  T O  U S  
letters@TexasCoopPower.com 
 
Editor, Texas Co-op Power  
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor 
Austin, TX 78701  
 
Please include your electric  
co-op and town. Letters may  
be edited for clarity and length. 
 

 Texas Co-op Power 
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1-888-678-5556
texascapitolgiftshop.com

The 2023 Texas 
Capitol Ornament
A Texas tradition for 28 years. 

“The Capitol Trolley” is an ode 

to the community trolleys that 

served the Capitol between 

1875-1940. Get 20% o昀 orders 
over $100 with coupon code 

COOP23.

(512) 321-6157
berdoll.com

Homegrown 
Texas Pecans  
and Pecan Treats
 

Berdoll’s has been family-

owned for 44 years. 

We make delicious pecan pies, 

chocolate pecans, honey-

glazed pecans and more.  

Shop our retail store or let us 

ship the perfect gift for you!

1-800-243-4316
gboutwell.com

1950s Flashback 
Calendar
Large 20-by-15-inch calendar 

with 12 watercolor scenes. 

Revisit the past with these 

iconic ‘50s settings by Texas 

State Artist George Boutwell. 

$15 plus tax and $3.50 

shipping. See website for 

quantity pricing.

holidayfarmscandy.com
divinitybydave.etsy.com

Fudge and 
Divinity for  
the Holidays 
The Best Fudge in Texas. 

The Best Divinity in the World.

Bring back those childhood 

memories of Christmas with 

the sweet gift of fudge and 

divinity from Holiday Farms.

1-800-580-1900
crockettfarms.com

Texas Red 
Grapefruit  
and Avocados
Always a gift in good taste. 

Orchard-fresh grapefruit and  

other Texas products are all  

hand-selected, carefully 

packed and shipped to be 

delivered just in time for the 

holidays.

(651) 492-4830
armchaps.com

Ideal Arm 
Protection for 
Any Activity
Helps Prevent Bruising and 

Protects Those With Thin Skin!

Soft leather protective sleeves 

help protect you from 100’s 

of injury-prone chores you do 

at work, home, farm, or ranch. 

Even has adjustable air昀ow!

COMES IN 4 COLORS AND 7 SIZES

GIFT   GUIDE
In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family. 

HOLIDAY
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A
 pint-size poet steps up to a microphone stand 
that towers over her. It’s a February morning in 
far West Texas as Bethia Baize, 5, recites The 
Well-Used Cayuse, inspired by her horse. Emcee 

Karen McGuire holds the mic at the kindergartener’s height. 
Bethia speaks softly, from memory, to a rapt audience in a 
Sul Ross State University lecture hall, her voice and words 
kicking off a youth poetry contest. When she’s finished, the 

room thunders with applause, and Bethia claims the first-
place plaque for her age group. 

For the rest of the session, which is one of dozens at the 
annual Lone Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Alpine, the 
energy in the room is electric. Parents, grandparents and 
other supporters fill every seat and line the walls as 16 
young poets recite their award-winning works about cattle 
and coyotes, cowboys and cowgirls, and the rhythms of 

COWBOY POETRY devotees ensure a Western tradition continues to find rapt audiences



TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

Montana brother-sister 
duo Brigid and Johnny 
Reedy rehearse before  
one of their sessions at the 
Lone Star Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering in Alpine. Their 
stirring vocal harmonies 
left audiences spellbound 
that weekend in February.

‘Its 
Own 

Sweet 
Sound’

B Y  J E S S I C A  R I D G E  •  P H O T O S  B Y  D AV E  S H A F E R

ranch life. The room pulses with pride, love and nerves—
like a spelling bee, but giddier and more exuberant. 

Bethia’s aunt, Elizabeth Baize, a member of the poetry 
gathering’s board of directors, co-hosted the youth poetry 
contest with McGuire, also a board member. In the weeks 
before the event, Baize visits area schools to spur students 
to enter. She encourages them to talk with older relatives 
who might have ranch life experience and to look at photo-
graphs or paintings that might inspire them to write a story 
in the form of a poem. 

NOVEMBER 2023  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   9
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I
t’s no mean feat winnowing down the annual crop of 
entries to the winners. As the judges read the entries, 
“there are giggles and good belly laughs, tears and 
sniffles, and ‘Oh my, listen to this!’ ” McGuire says.  

The future of cowboy poetry is in good hands. 
McGuire and Baize—and scores of organizers and volun-

teers—work hard to ensure that future. They helped stage this 
year’s gathering, which drew north of 2,200 attendees and 
featured 40-plus performers of cowboy poetry, which en-
compasses music, spoken-word poetry and storytelling by 
ranch hands, cowboys and cowgirls and has been enshrined 
as an oral tradition by Library of Congress folklorists.  

In North America, the Texas gathering is second in size 
only to the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, 
Nevada, according to Bob Saul, the gathering’s volunteer 
event producer. This year’s event delivered at least five 
times as many free performances and sessions as ticketed 

CLOCK WISE FROM LEFT 
Andy Wilkinson of Lubbock 
reviews his notes back-
stage. Kristyn Harris calls 
the gathering a place for 
“sharing your art, sharing 
yourself.” Mornings begin 
outside with cowboy coffee 
over a fire. 

“Poetry is 
a language 
of the heart.  

It’s a language  
of emotion.  

Prose is language, 
but poetry is  
what sears it  

into our being.” 



between their North Texas home and Alpine to help the 
new gathering find its footing. Those pilgrimages were 
rooted in a deep affinity.  

“Poetry is a language of the heart,” Saul says. “It’s a 
language of emotion. Prose is language, but poetry is what 
sears it into our being. And today poetry is mostly aca-
demic. You don’t hear, like you used to, people going to 
hear people quote poetry; except when you go hear the 
fishermen and the miners and the loggers and the cowboys.  

“Those kinds of industries, where people are working 
long hours and they are more alone, they’ve got time to 
think. And they’ve got time to sing. And they’ve got time to 
recite to themselves.” 

 
 

T
hat reverence reverberates across the gathering, 
which takes place the third weekend in February. 
At sessions with names like Western Harmony, 
Ranch Women and Working Ranch Families, 

audiences are focused and present, bearers of a quietude 
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ones. That’s by design, Saul says. 
“We want people to come. Some of the cowboy poetry 

gatherings have gone to all paid; there’s nothing free you 
can go to,” Saul, 79, says. “But our board has decided that 
we’re going to carry on the tradition and the mission, that 
we will do our best to provide cowboy poetry, as much of it 
as possible, free of charge.  

“In other words, it’s for ranching families.”  
In 2019, Saul was in the audience at the Texas Cowboy 

Poetry Gathering (the original iteration of the event in 
Alpine) when it was announced that that year’s gathering 
would be the last. Saul immediately began canvassing for 
volunteers to keep the event, or some semblance of it, alive. 

“I just started talking to people and asking if they would 
be willing to help, if we could get it restarted, would they 
volunteer,” Saul says. “And I came back to Fort Worth after 
two days with 142 email addresses in my pocket.”  

Over several months, Bob and his wife, Nancy Saul, a 
graphic designer who creates the gathering’s annual pro-
grams, made more than a dozen 15-hour round trips 
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Nowell has conformed to that code for decades. She was  
a featured poet at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in 
1989, which led to an appearance on The Tonight Show Star-
ring Johnny Carson, where she recited her poem A What??!!  

A chuck wagon breakfast kicks off each day of the Alpine 
gathering. This year temperatures stay below freezing as 
Alpine Lions Club members serve scrambled eggs and 
biscuits and gravy in the peaceful Poet’s Grove at Kokernot 
Park. Cups of coffee skate across iced-over tables as the sun 
crests a hill, and a blazing firepit and easy conversation 

counter the chill.  
The spirit of camaraderie and mind-

ful attention extends to the gathering’s 
open mic sessions, another free daily 
offering open to the public. Musicians 
and spoken-word performers sign up 
in advance, wait for their names to be 
called and then amble down to speak, 
sing or play their piece. Jan Hartman 
is up first Friday and plays Amazing 
Grace and taps on her fife. 

The instrument “has its own sweet 
sound, I think,” Hartman says. “It  
has more of a country sound than  
an orchestra sound.” Hartman, who 
lives in Alpine and has participated 
in the open mic for the past five 
years, says she still gets nervous 
before she plays. It’s worth it, though. 

“It makes you stand out a little bit, 
just to be able to play before some 
people, and be able to tell a testimony 
or a story or, there again, a poem that 
you’ve heard,” Hartman says. “So it 
just makes you feel a little special.” 

 
 

O
ne of the musicians Hart-
man most looks forward 
to each year is Kristyn 
Harris, who first appeared 

at the gathering’s open mic more than 
a decade ago. The singer and yodeler, 
songwriter, swing rhythm guitarist, 
and winner of multiple International 
Western Music Association awards 
performed in several sessions at this 
year’s event.  

“The audiences here are really here 
to soak it up, and you really connect 
with them,” says Harris, a Burleson 
resident and member of United 
Cooperative Services, an electric 
cooperative in the Metroplex. “Rather 
than just performing for people, it’s 
like sharing your art, sharing yourself 

punctuated only by bursts of applause or laughter. Almost 
every cellphone is out of sight, every eye on the performers. 
Those wearing cowboy hats are kindly asked to remove them 
so as not to obstruct the view for others.  

Kay Nowell, co-chair of the gathering, describes the 
genre as a celebration of a tradition and a way of life. “What 
cowboy poetry is is real,” she says. “People get taken into 
rural people’s life, and they get to experience it through 
their poems and their songs. It’s a culture that adheres to  
a code.” 

The Mellard brothers from outside Marfa found success during the  
youth poetry contest. From left, Travis and Thomas earned honorable  
mentions, and Aiden claimed second place in his age group.

12  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   NOVEMBER 2023
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and sharing your history.”  
In a Saturday afternoon 

show, Harris covers the jazz 
standard All of Me in a West-
ern Swing style on the heels 

of Juni Fisher’s spare, moving rendition of Simon and 
Garfunkel’s folk classic The Boxer. The talent on display is 
dizzying, the audience enraptured, and the trio onstage—
with poet Amy Hale emceeing—exude a sisterhood in their 
banter and backing of each other. 

“I’ve played festivals that are festivals, and then the 
gathering is different,” Harris says. “There are performers 
here that I really look up to, that I could see as celebrities, 
but here no one is a big celebrity.” 

Loren Schooley, a musician from Marfa who works in 
information technology and performs at Friday’s open mic, 
echoes that sentiment. “Usually you go to a gig, and then 
you see the band or two, and then that’s it,” Schooley says. 
“But here it’s almost like a conference. You never know what 
you’re going to step into if you go into some of these rooms. 
And when you find the sweet spot—I’ve shed more tears 
here and laughter. You just can’t get that anywhere else.” 

The gathering’s performers are similarly compelled.  
“The best way I can describe it is it’s family,” Harris says. 

“There’s a big, big, big Texas spirit about this gathering 
that’s also different from some other poetry gatherings that 
are in other parts of the country. Everyone is just so Texan: 
friendly, wants to give you a big hug and just gives you that 
warm feeling.” 

The sweet spots and Texas spirit alchemize into what 
Nowell calls magic sessions. “They’re intoxicating,” she 
says. “A lot of times when I’ve been in one you just throw 
away your setlist and feed off the last guy’s stuff. And it’s all 
one piece. A lot’s going on up there on that stage, and the 
audience feels it, and they’re taken along on the ride. But 
the performers are having a blast.” 

Community investment helps sustain that improvisation. 
“Volunteers are critical to this,” Nowell says. “We can’t put 
this on without support from members and support from 
sponsors.”  

Tradition and fortitude are woven into the gathering’s 
rough-hewn fabric. “The Lone Star is bound and deter-
mined to keep it cowboy,” Nowell says. “Weather, govern-
ment, markets; it’s a hard life. But it’s something people 
want to raise their children in.” D

P L A N  F O R  

Poetry    
 

The next Lone Star  
Cowboy Poetry  
Gathering is set  

for February 15–17,  
2024, in Alpine. 

Nevada rancher Waddie 
Mitchell has been a per- 
forming poet for decades. 
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BATHROOM 
REMODELING
CUSTOM SHOWERS

FROM
$129PER 

MONTH

Lifetime Warranty

Custom Sizes Available

100% Financing Available

A+ BBB Rating

Good Contractors List

Tubs and Showers Made in America

Visit Our Texas Showroom

TRUSTED BY TEXANS FOR 18 YEARS

682-205-3532 • 888-825-2362   
bestbuywalkintubs.com

PRICES 
STARTING AT
 $9,995

INSTALLED 

Custom Barndominiums/Metal Houses
Affordable • Low Maintenance • Energy Efficient

www.ddmbuildings.com

YEAR-END SAVINGS
All Metal Structures 40'x50'x12'

Made in Texas

Call today for our best pricing!
$14,485  $12,385–30x40x12   
2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door 

$22,710  $19,310–40x50x12 
2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door                     

Freight and taxes not included in prices.

30'x40'x12'

Photos for illustration only. Prices subject to 
change. Please check for your local buildings 
codes. Prices include color walls, color trim 
and galvalume roof. 

*Building prices are before freight  
and taxes.

DDM Brenham Office

979-251-9503

301 Salem Road • Brenham

DDM Bastrop Office

512-321-0336

1083 Hwy 71 W. • Bastrop 

Bolt Together
Steel Building Kits
Customer Service  
Second to None

E-news
Fast and Direct 

Get our best content 

delivered to your inbox

every month! 

We bring you everything

Texas: its culture, people,

food, history and travel,

plus our monthly contest

winners and more. 

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join



LIMITED-TIME OFFER—ORDER NOW
Uniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours.

Embrace a Sweet Country Style  Embrace a Sweet Country Style  
All Your OwnAll Your Own      

Country RoseCountry Rose
Turquoise Ring

A REMARKABLE VALUE... AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME
Your ring is made to order in women’s whole and half sizes from 5 to 12 and arrives in a deluxe gift box with a Certificate of 

Authenticity. Available at just $119.99*, this exclusive ring is payable in 4 easy installments of $30.00. To reserve yours, backed 

by our unconditional 120-day guarantee, just mail the attached Priority Reservation with ring size indicated and we’ll reserve  

one for you now. Order today!

From the welcoming turquoise skies to the soft yellow roses in full bloom, country girls love everything about wide open 

spaces and down-home charm. Now, in a harmonious balance of western-inspired beauty and sweet country style,  

The Bradford Exchange brings you the “Country Rose” Turquoise Ring. Our beautiful artisan-quality ring is hand-crafted  

of solid sterling silver with 18K gold plated accents that highlight two sculpted roses, each set with a genuine diamond.  

The 18K gold plated accents continue at the edge with a twisted rope design. At the center is a genuine turquoise cabochon 

of over 1 carat that was selected for its natural color and beauty, making it a perfect addition to this design. The band  

itself is intricately sculpted with filigree scrollwork detailing for a custom tooled-leather look that adds another western  

element to this beautiful ring.

 
©2022 The Bradford Exchange     01-30578-001-BICI

Over 1 Carat Solid Sterling Silver  
Accented with 18K Gold  

Plating

Intricately Sculpted Roses 
Set with Genuine Diamond 

Accents
 Genuine Turquoise  

Cabochon

 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                 State               Zip

E-mail (optional)

PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOWUniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours.

The Bradford Exchange
P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

Connect with Us!

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/30578 ©2022  The Bradford Exchange     Printed in U.S.A.      01-30578-001-BI

01-30578-001-E54801*Plus $10.98 shipping and service. Reservation subject to product availability and order acceptance. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. 

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served 

basis. Respond as soon as possible to reserve your ring. 

Ring Size_____

Satisfaction Guaranteed! To assure a proper 
fit, a ring sizer will be sent to you after your 
reservation has been accepted.

Yes!  Please reserve the “Country Rose” Turquoise Ring for me as 
described in this announcement, in the size indicated.

01_30578_001_BI.indd   1 7/25/2022   10:14:13 AM
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Medina EC News

Exercising Your  
Right to Vote

C E O

H E R B E R T  “ T R E Y ” 
G R E B E  I I I

A S  A N  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E ,  we know 
the importance of democratic control and 
exercising your right to vote. On election 
day this year—November 7—there 
are many constitutional amendments 
proposed that will impact Texans and, 
more specifically, members of Medina 
Electric Cooperative.  

Medina EC is urging members to vote 
in favor of Proposition 7 which is “the 
constitutional amendment providing for 
the creation of the Texas energy fund to 
support the construction, maintenance, 
modernization, and operation of electric 
generating facilities.”  

As Texas electric consumer demand 
grows, readily dispatchable generation—
primarily natural gas fired power 
plants—is not growing, which is 
resulting in an undersupply of reliable, 
dispatchable generation to power the 
Texas population and economy. Although 
renewable resources like solar and wind 
provide a supplemental amount of energy 
to aid in our power resources, they cannot 
be relied on when the sun does not shine 
or when the wind does not blow.   

Overall, Texas’ generation fleet is 
aging with approximately 72% of the fleet 
surpassing 20 years in age and nearly 
30% of the fleet surpassing 40 years in 
age. There is an expected useful life for 
a power plant—generally 30 years—and 
therefore we can expect retirements of 
these power plants in the coming years. 
In addition, dispatchable generation 
investment has slowed significantly over 
the last 20 years for a variety of reasons; 
all of which have led to lower wholesale 
market prices that have not provided the 
necessary incentive for new dispatchable 
generation to be built in Texas.  

Fortunately, our state leaders have 
recognized the need to build more 
electric generation facilities to meet the 
growing demand. The Texas legislature 
passed, and the governor signed Senate 
Bill 2627 earlier this year, which provides 
additional economic incentives for new 
dispatchable generation that is built in 
the power grid region for the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas. Those 
incentives include low interest loans to 
build new generation facilities, but also 
includes a completion bonus to those 
generators that can quickly complete 
construction by 2029.  

Texas will continue to grow—not only 
are we are seeing it across the state, but it 
is happening right here in the 17 counties 
served by Medina EC. We also see the 
importance of having more reliable 
dispatchable generation built to meet 
the growing demand, but incentives and 
programs must be created to encourage 
and promote quick development of these 
power plants.  

In order to create the programs 
necessary to incentivize these power 
plants to be built, Texas voters must vote 
FOR Proposition 7 to amend the Texas 
Constitution to authorize the creation of 
the Texas energy fund.  

We’ll see you at the polls on November 7.  

Until next time,  
Trey Grebe 

TCP Medina_November_2023_.indd   16TCP Medina_November_2023_.indd   16 10/10/2023   3:18:02 PM10/10/2023   3:18:02 PM



MEDINAEC.ORG   •    1-866-632-3532 NOVEMBER 2023  TEXAS CO-OP POWER   17

Medina Electric  
Cooperative

CONTACT US
Toll-Free 1-866-632-3532 
Email Info@MedinaEC.org
Web MedinaEC.org - Chat Feature Available

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Voting District 1 
Larry Huesser, (830) 363-7651 
Wayne W. Scholtz, (830) 426-1328 
Ken Weynand, (830) 426-0762 

Voting District 2 
Jimmie Raines, (830) 591-8437 
Kenneth White, (830) 232-6541  
Joe Foley, (830) 261-1304

Voting District 3 
Annette Sorrells, (361) 231-0173 
J. L. Gonzalez, (956) 286-1863 
Rodolfo H. Rodriguez, (210) 846-1092 

CEO 
Trey Grebe, 1-866-MEC-ELEC, ext. 1045

Call us.
TOLL-FREE
1-866-632-3532 
Option 2: Report an outage 
Option 3: Pay bill, get account balance 
Option 5: Speak to a representative

OFFICE LOCATIONS 
Bruni 1300 FM 2050 N., Bruni 78344 
Dilley 1718 W. FM 117, Dilley 78017 
Hondo 237 Highway 173 N., Hondo 78861 
Rio Grande City 601 N. FM 3167,  
Rio Grande City 78582 
Uvalde 2604 Highway 90 E., Uvalde 78801 
Corporate Office 2308 18th St., Hondo 78861

VISIT US ONLINE
MedinaEC.org

This institution is an equal-opportunity provider  
and employer. 

Información sobre todos los programas y servicios 
que ofrece Medina Electric Cooperative están 
disponibles en español al llamarnos al 1-866-MEC-
ELEC o visitando una de nuestras oficinas. 

P R E P A R I N G  A  T H A N K S G I V I N G  feast means you’ll be using more energy than 
usual. Here’s how to keep it under control:

Lower the thermostat a couple of degrees before company arrives. You’ll be 
using the stove and oven all day, so the house will be warmer than usual any-
way. Plus, people generate heat, so a cooler house will feel more comfortable.

Consider alternative versions of your Thanksgiving favorites for a fresh, 
healthy spin on tradition that doesn’t require as much energy to cook. A 
bean salad could replace green bean casserole. Try a green salad with dried 
cranberries and feta cheese. Smoke or fry a turkey outside instead of in the 
oven. Or make mashed potatoes in the slow cooker or electric pressure cooker 
instead of on the stove. Fresh fruit for dessert could replace apple pie and 
provide a refreshing, light option.

Keep an eye on the refrigerator and freezer so you’ll know the doors are 
snugly closed. Doors that aren’t tightly sealed will send cold air into the 
kitchen.

Wait until leftovers cool off a bit before placing them in the refrigerator. 
The appliance has to work harder to cool hot food than to keep cool food cold.

Place lids on pots and pans as you use them for cooking. The lids keep heat 
in, so food cooks quicker.

Heat up whatever you can in the microwave instead of on the stovetop or 
in the oven. Microwaves use about half as much energy as your oven.

Fill your oven with as many different dishes as you can fit and cook them 
all at once. As long as the recipes don’t call for temperatures that vary by 
more than 25 degrees, everything should cook or bake evenly.

Resist the temptation to open the oven door and peek at dinner’s progress. 
Every time you open the oven door, the appliance loses heat and sets back 
the cooking time.

Don’t buy a bigger turkey than you need. A smaller turkey takes less time 
to cook. If you’re roasting your turkey for several hours, then it isn’t neces-
sary to preheat the oven. Just make sure the meat reaches an internal tem-
perature of at least 165 degrees. 

Don’t Let a Full House Send 
Energy Bills Through the Roof
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WE WANT YOUR 
FEEDBACK 

During November, 350 
members will be randomly 
selected to answer Medina 
Electric Cooperative 
survey questions by email. 
The surveys are being 
done by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association and should 
take less than five minutes. 
If you do not get an email 
but would like to share 
feedback or an idea with 
the cooperative, email us at 
MyCoop@MedinaEC.org.

Operation 
Round Up 

Learn more and apply at 
MedinaEC.org/ORU. 

Operation Round Up is funded 
by Medina Electric Cooperative 
members who choose to round up 
their monthly electric bills to the 
next dollar. 

If you or someone you know 
needs financial help, apply for a 
donation from ORU. Applicants 
do not need to be Medina EC 
members but must live in one of 
the 17 counties served by Medina 
EC. ORU funds cannot be used to 
pay electric bills, solar panels or 
anything related to electricity. The 
2024 application deadlines are 
February 2, May 3, August 2 and 
November 1.

ERCOT and Load Shedding

T H E  E L E C T R I C  R E L I A B I L I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T E X A S  is responsible for mon-
itoring the majority of the state’s power grid and ensuring there is 
adequate power supply to meet consumer demand. In the event 
of an energy emergency, ERCOT may issue conservation alerts. 
Declaring an emergency allows the grid operator to take advantage 
of additional resources. Alerts help consumers, including Medina 
Electric Cooperative members, know that conservation is needed. If 
grid conditions continue to worsen, the grid operator can implement 
forced outages (load shed) across the state. 

Critical Care Accounts and Life Support Registry
If someone in your home depends on an electrically operated 

health aid, sign up for Medina EC’s Life Support Registry online 
at MedinaEC.org/Registry. A physician’s directive prescription is 
required. Please note, Medina EC’s Life Support Registry does not 
guarantee there will be no power interruptions. Power outages hap-
pen for many reasons that may be out of the cooperative’s control. 
It is recommended for members on the Life Support Registry to 
ensure they have an alternative power source or a backup plan in the 
event of prolonged outages. 

If you believe your account meets the requirements for nonres-
idential critical load status (critical load public safety, critical load 
industrial or critical load natural gas supply) please email us at Busi-
nessDevelopment@MedinaEC.org. 

Notifications
As always, Medina EC will monitor ERCOT grid conditions and con-

servation requests or energy emergencies. If emergency requests 
that involve forced outages for consumers are made by ERCOT, 
Medina EC will comply with those as required and will send notifi-
cations as quickly as humanly possible. Please ensure the contact 
information on your account is correct. You can do that through 
SmartHub or by calling us at 1-866-632-3532. 

You are encouraged to sign up to receive push notifications 
directly from ERCOT. You can do this by downloading the ERCOT app 
and enabling push notifications for alerts. In addition, ERCOT has 
established the Texas Advisory Notification System to provide early 
notifications ahead of periods of higher demand. Learn more about 
that at ERCOT.com/TXANS. 

Medina EC also has a resource page for ERCOT, load shed events, 
notifications and what to do during an event at MedinaEC.org/
ERCOT. 

Please know that our staff is always working hard behind the 
scenes; we know members expect the lights to come on when they 
flip the switch, and our staff wants the same. We will always do our 
best to restore power as quickly as safely possible.
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Medina EC Sharing Success Program Announces Donations
T H R O U G H  C O B A N K ’ S  S H A R I N G  S U C C E S S  P R O G R A M ,  Medina Electric Cooper-
ative was able to award $19,999 to three local organizations and support an 
international program.  

Half of that was a donation from Medina EC, and the other half was 
from CoBank, one of the cooperative’s financial partners. In the 12 years 
the cooperative has participated in Sharing Success, $144,949 has been 
distributed to organizations across our area. This year’s donations helped 
organizations focused on helping families and children in our area.  

Kinetic Kids Inc. (Castroville)   |   $3,333  
Kinetic Kids Inc. of Castroville received $3,333. Kinetic Kids is a new child-
based organization that will use the donation to support adaptive sports, fine 
arts and education programs for special needs children and their families.

Restoring Hope Family Resource Center (Pearsall)   |   $3,333  
Restoring Hope Family Resource Center received $3,333. The donation will 
go towards the organization’s goal of providing resources and assistance to 
those experiencing issues related to unplanned pregnancy, crisis pregnancy, 
sexual abuse/assault, miscarriage, stillbirth or abortion trauma. 

Children’s Advocacy Center of Hidalgo and Starr Counties   |   $3,333  
The Children’s Advocacy Center of Hildalgo and Starr Counties received 
$3,333. The donation will help support the center that focus on victims of 
child abuse and their non-offending family members. These programs include 
forensic interviews, providing therapy to the children and families, victim fam-
ily services, and sexual assault exams.    

NRECA International   |   $10,000 
NRECA International received $10,000 to support local efforts to power rural 
Guatemala. Learn more about NRECA International and the two Medina EC 
linemen being sent abroad on Page 20. 

2023 COBANK SHARING SUCCESS RECIPIENTS.
PHOTOS FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: KINETIC KIDS, 
RESTORING HOPE,  AND CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY 
CENTER OF HIDALGO AND STARR COUNTIES.

Team Members Reach Important Milestones
M E D I N A  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E  C E L E B R A T E D  several special work anniversaries for employees between July and September.

Medina EC celebrates work anniversaries in five-year increments and honors each employee with an award for their years of 
service. For each service award, the cooperative also donates $100 to an organization of the employee’s choosing. In 2023, Medina 
EC employees are on track to donate $3,100 to various local organizations.  

Please join us in celebrating these Medina EC employees!

PAMELA MCFADIN 
Consumer Acct. Assistant 

Corporate office 
July | 5 years

DONATION TO  
D’Hanis Lions Club

ISAAC SOLIS 
Line Designer 

Corporate office 
July | 5 years

DONATION TO  
St. Jude

NORBERTO SALAZAR 
Manager of Northern 

Region Operations 
Dilley office 

August | 30 years

DONATION TO  
Dilley VFD

SCOTT SCHULTE 
Area Line Foreman 

Hondo office 
August | 30 years

DONATION TO  
D’Hanis VFD

DARRELL RITCHIE 
Master Electrician 
Corporate office 

September | 5 years

DONATION TO  
Semper Fi & America’s Fund
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RENEWAL REQUIRED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL 
SALES TAX 
EXEMPTION   

If you are claiming a sales tax 
exemption on electricity used in the 
production of agricultural goods, 
you must renew your exemption by 
December 31 through the office of the 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

All members for whom Medina Electric 
Cooperative have or should have an 
exemption form on file received an 
email or letter requesting an updated 
certificate. If we do not receive it, the 
co-op will be required to charge sales 
tax beginning in January. 

How to Renew Exemption 
Certificates

You can renew your exemption 
certificate online or by mail using the 
form that you get from the cooperative 
through email or mail. 

One certificate is required for each 
customer number. 

You can submit your new exemption 
form by: 

Email: Info@MedinaEC.org

Mail: Medina Electric Cooperative
Attn: Ag Exemption Renewal
PO Box 370
Hondo, TX 78861

In Person: At any one of our offices. 

You can find more information at 
Comptroller.Texas.gov/Taxes/Ag-Timber.

BRENDA CARSON |  ADOBESTOCK
Wired for Good
Local linemen leave for journey in Guatemala

T H I S  M O N T H ,  T W O  M E D I N A  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E  L I N E M E N  will join 

other linemen representing cooperatives and communities across Texas to 

electrify the village of Matasanos, Zacapa, in the Republic of Guatemala. In 

this mountainous area, villagers still live heavily following traditional Mayan 

practices—without electricity. This means that cooking is done by wood fire, 

schoolwork is completed by candlelight and many modern conveniences that 

rely on electricity are nonexistent. 

This project is coordinated through NRECA International, which has helped 

developing countries access safe, reliable and affordable electricity for over 60 

years. NRECA International has taken the same cooperative approach for low-

cost rural electrification to developing countries that still, in 2023, live without 

the benefit and convenience of electricity. 

The success of NRECA International projects relies on the U.S. electric 

cooperatives and other organizations that support its efforts to foster eco-

nomic development in these developing countries with monetary donations as 

well as boots on the ground to donate time and materials. 

Cooperative Principle No. 6 is Cooperation Among Cooperatives—which 

is why 20 linemen from other regional cooperatives agreed to partner for this 

project to empower a rural village in the same way many of our cooperatives 

began more than 80 years ago. Representing Medina EC are Dilley linemen 

Edward Varnador and David Hernandez. They will take their knowledge and 

experience as a lineman to assist in building enough powerlines spanning 

across approximately 85 power poles with four transformers. This effort is 

expected to support 55–65 huts or homes with four bulbs to light up the 

home and four outlets to provide additional power opportunities. 

This project is supported by 10 cooperatives, including Medina EC; many 

business partners such as CoBank, Schneider Engineering, LineTec, Texas 

Electric Cooperatives and many more sponsors raising more than $250,000 

to financially support this project. 

“I’m proud of our linemen, Edward and David, for agreeing to travel inter-

nationally to a rural village to help the community grow and thrive.” said Trey 

Grebe, Medina EC CEO. “I acknowledge that it’s a personal sacrifice of them 

and their family to be away, embark in conditions that are unfamiliar, and face 

new challenges in a different culture. However, the opportunity to support this 

village is going to make a real difference in the lives of the local people helping 

them reach the first steps to improving their standard of living for generations 

to come.” 

The opportunities that come after the village is electrified will include posi-

tive economic impact, increase in work production, growth in local businesses, 

making life easier, and increasing educational opportunities and health bene-

fits. The experience the linemen will have will be more than just the poles and 

wires; it’ll be about the people and community. 

FROM LEFT:  MEDINA EC JOURNEYMEN DAVID HERNANDEZ AND EDWARD VARNADOR WITH 
CEO TREY GREBE AT AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR NRECA INTERNATIONAL TRIP. 
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MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR

Operation Round Up 
Applications Due 
Friday, November 3
Learn more and apply at 
MedinaEC.org/ORU.

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Sunday, November 5 
Set clocks back one hour.

Election Day  
Tuesday, November 7 
 
Veterans Day 
Saturday, November 11 
 
Thanksgiving 
Thursday, November 23 
Our office will be closed 
November 23–24 for the holiday. 
As always, crews will be on call.  
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Would your teen enjoy a FREE trip to Washington, 
D.C., in June 2024? The Government-in-Action  

Youth Tour may be for them. Apply now!

BONUS: Winners will receive a  
$1,000 college scholarship!

Deadline to apply is January 5.
Scan here to apply and 

learn more!
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A L I A KSA N D R  M A R KO  |  A D O B E  STO C K

2 0 2 3
Drop unused, unwrapped toys at 
any of our offices to donate to 
charities in our service area.

Visit MedinaEC.org/Community
for more information.

TOYS DUE 
DECEMBER

 
 8

TOY
DRIVE
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H U N D R E D S  O F  M E D I N A  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E  M E M B E R S  and their guests 
made a beeline for Graff 7A Ranch in Hondo on Saturday, September 23, for the 
co-op’s 84th annual meeting. Friends, family and neighbors caught up beside the 
venue’s colorful field of blooming zinnias and inside its big red barn, some show-
ing up hours before the business meeting’s 9 a.m. start for a free breakfast and 
information booths and activities run by the co-op’s employees.

The honeybee-themed event (with locally produced honey as part of the mem-
ber attendance gift) showed that co-ops like Medina EC depend on the input and 
participation of their many members just like hives and their bees.

“Democratic Member Control and member involvement is so important to 
Medina,” board President Kenneth White said. “We appreciate you spending the 
morning with us.”

The three board members whose terms were set to expire in 2023 faced no 
challengers, and so Larry Huesser, Voting District 1; Jimmie Raines, Voting Dis-
trict 2; and R.H. Rodriguez, Voting District 3, each were reelected in the board 
meeting in April. But there was still plenty of news to share at the annual meeting.

CEO Trey Grebe said Medina EC is making upgrades to adapt to continuing 
growth, especially in Medina County; continually monitoring news out of Austin 
and Washington, D.C., as it relates to grid reliability and affordability; and planning 
for the future.

“A lot has changed since the cooperative was founded in November 1938, but 
the commitment to members has not,” he said. “Even in my more than 35 years 
of service in the electric industry, I’ve seen a lot of change. I’m happy to be a part 
of a team that embraces opportunities when they make sense for our coopera-
tive.”

One change came from the board, which this year adopted a new vision state-
ment for the co-op: “Medina Electric Cooperative strives to be the provider of 
energy services that are safe, reliable and equitably priced to enhance the lives 
of our members.”

“While the vision statement might be new, the objective of it is not,” White said. 
“We have just put into writing what we’ve sought to do for the past 84 years, and 
I’m confident that Medina Electric will continue to do just that.”

In a prerecorded video, Leonard Geyer, the co-op’s chief operations divi-
sion officer, reported that Medina EC is on track to add 700 meters in 2023 to 
its system of more than 36,000 meters spread across 17 counties. The co-op 
completed 11 voltage conversions in 2022 and 2023, increasing the capacity of 
power lines, and earlier this year moved into a newly constructed hardened sys-
tem operations facility in Hondo.

Medina EC 84th Annual Meeting 
Draws a Buzz

Shirley Holzhaus celebrated winning the $1,000  Shirley Holzhaus celebrated winning the $1,000  
grand prize.grand prize.

2023 Youth Tour students Breanna Slaughter and Abby 2023 Youth Tour students Breanna Slaughter and Abby 
Arnett answered member questions about the trip.Arnett answered member questions about the trip.
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Geyer Honey Bees, one of the gift vendors of Geyer Honey Bees, one of the gift vendors of 
this year, answered member questions. this year, answered member questions. 

CEO Trey Grebe welcomed members to the CEO Trey Grebe welcomed members to the 
meeting. meeting. 

Members approved the minutes from the 83rd Annual Membership Meeting and enjoyed Members approved the minutes from the 83rd Annual Membership Meeting and enjoyed 
Medina EC’s Year-in-Review video.Medina EC’s Year-in-Review video.  

Safety coordinator Derly Carrizales and Medina EC linemen taught members about electrical Safety coordinator Derly Carrizales and Medina EC linemen taught members about electrical 
safety during a live line safety demonstration after the meeting. safety during a live line safety demonstration after the meeting. 

Board President Kenneth White spoke to Board President Kenneth White spoke to 
members about upcoming legislation and the members about upcoming legislation and the 
importance of voting.importance of voting. 

The next stage of reliability upgrades will bring communications capabilities 
to more than 750 devices on the co-op’s 10,000 miles of lines to detect faults, 
abnormalities or deviations from the operating conditions and improve outage 
restoration times and communications.

“When a fault occurs, such as a power outage or equipment malfunction, the 
system can quickly pinpoint the affected area, isolate the problem and provide 
diagnostic information to aid in troubleshooting or repairs,” said Keith Calle, chief 
engineering division officer.

Just as the co-op keeps its power lines buzzing, it remains committed to keep-
ing its communities humming, as it always has. The co-op gave $89,000 to a vari-
ety of local groups and causes in 2022; awarded $25,000 in college scholarships; 
and sent three local students to Washington, D.C., on the Government-in-Action 
Youth Tour.

“The Youth Tour trip meant a lot to me,” attendee Abby Arnett said. “It was a 
great opportunity, definitely a trip of a lifetime. We got to make many new friend-
ships and many new memories.”

At the end of the meeting, dozens of prizes, including a $1,000 grand prize 
were distributed to attendees. But in this co-op hive, each member reaps the 
reward of co-op membership. Laurie Van Damme, chief financial officer, reported 
that the co-op recorded $3.9 million in margins in 2022, all of which was allo-
cated to members’ accounts as capital credits.

As the morning’s handouts and video said: “We’ll bee there.”
“Cooperatives are better when members take an active role in them,” Grebe 

said, “and you have done that by attending or logging on this morning, so thank 
you.”

Scan this QR code to watch Medina EC’s year-
in-review video and learn more about the 
happenings of the co-op in the past year!

Medina Valley’s AFJROTC Color Guard members Medina Valley’s AFJROTC Color Guard members 
presented the colors for the Pledge of Allegiance presented the colors for the Pledge of Allegiance 
and national anthem.and national anthem.

TCP Medina_November_2023_.indd   23TCP Medina_November_2023_.indd   23 10/10/2023   3:18:48 PM10/10/2023   3:18:48 PM
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BBLLACACKK  
FRIFRIDDAAYY  
BLACK 
FRIDAY  
WINDOW & DOOR SALE

27  
DAYS OF

Our BIGGEST dollar discount EVER!

$452 OFF
every window1

$1,051 OFF
every patio door1

$0 Down, 0 Payments  
0% Interest for 1 year2

+

NOV. 1–NOV. 27 ONLY! 

1Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 3 or more. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment 
must be made and documented on or before 11/27/23 with the purchase then occurring on or before 12/7/23. 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 
months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in 
full in 12 months. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and 
operated under Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a 
Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 Andersen 
Corporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

512-298-1858 432-257-3640
210-961-9990 469-606-5229

TopWindowSolution.com

Austin: West Texas:

San Antonio: Dallas/Fort Worth:

Call or scan the code 
for your FREE Window 

and Door Diagnosis
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Footnotes in Texas History

SO M E  S AY  T I M E  T R AV E L  will be possible 
one day, and some say it’s the stuff of 
fairy tales.   

For now, books are the next best thing. 
They can help us understand how people 
lived, thought and talked long ago, espe-
cially when they’re written for the express 
purpose of cataloging such things. 

Frederick Law Olmsted did exactly 
that when he toured Texas in the 1850s.   

With his brother, he traveled a couple 
thousand miles around Texas on horse-
back, chronicling his experiences for the 
New-York Daily Times, a predecessor of 

The New York Times. His book, A Journey 
Through Texas: Or a Saddle-Trip on the 
Southwestern Frontier, is an absolute 
treasure—a priceless, time-sensitive 
ethnography that includes observations 
about and objections to slavery.  

And it’s more than a snapshot. It’s an 
intricate mural of Texas around a decade 
after it became a state and as the U.S. 
headed toward civil war. 

Many know Olmsted as the father of 
American landscape architecture. He  
designed New York’s Central Park, the 
U.S. Capitol grounds and some 100 parks 

and recreation grounds.  
But before all that, Olmsted arrived in 

Nacogdoches in December 1853 and then 
meandered the state. He explored the 
Piney Woods, Hill Country, coastal plains, 
Southwest Texas and even some of 
northern Mexico. 

When he arrived in Austin, population 
3,000 back then, Olmsted found his hotel 
dirty and the food inedible. He was also 
dismayed that there was not one book-
store in town.  

But he loved New Braunfels. The Ger-
man communities and natural magnifi-
cence of the lands along the Guadalupe 
River were so impressive to Olmsted that 
he almost stayed. He was enchanted by 
the springtime wildflowers in the Hill 
Country, and he affirmed the German 
saying that “the sky is nearer in Texas.” 

Riding out west to Eagle Pass, Olmsted 
killed an enormous 5½-foot rattlesnake. 
Olmsted worried in the daytime that his 
horse would get bitten, and at night he 
worried that a rattler would snuggle up 
with him in his bedroll. He also saw his 
first horny toads and so loved the little 
creatures that he shipped some back 
home to New York to be kept as pets. 

In San Antonio he fell in love with the 
river. “We are so struck by its beauty,” he 
wrote. “It is of a rich blue and pure as 
crystal, flowing rapidly but noiselessly 
over pebbles and between reedy banks.”  

But Texas was still the Wild West, and 
gunfights were common in the plaza. “As 
the actors are under … excitement, their 
aim is not apt to be of the most careful 
and sure, consequently, it is, not seldom, 
the passers-by who suffer,” he wrote. 

Maybe time travel is best done at the  
library after all. D 

 

  
Appraising the 

Texas Landscape 
When Frederick Law Olmsted, designer of New York’s  

Central Park, first laid eyes on a new state 

B Y  W. F .  S T R O N G

O
LM

S
TE

D
: C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 
N

AT
IO

N
A

L 
PA

R
K

 S
ER

V
IC

E,
 F

R
ED

ER
IC

K
 L

AW
 O

LM
S

TE
D

 N
AT

IO
N

A
L 

H
IS

TO
R

IC
 S

IT
E.

 M
A

G
N

O
LI

A
: A

K
H

M
ET

O
VA

 M
 | 

S
TO

C
K

.A
D

O
B

E.
C

O
M

 
 Listen as W.F. 

Strong narrates this 
story on our website.
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TCP Kitchen

 
Holiday Desserts  
Fruity flavors rise to the occasion during the season of sharing 

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R

This delicious cake makes for a sweet ending to a 
holiday meal. Cranberry sauce baked into a vanilla-
scented batter balances tart and sweet flavors to 
please palates that like a bit of both.  

Cranberry Cake  
3 eggs 
2 cups sugar 
¾ cup (1½ sticks) unsalted butter,  

room temperature 
1½ teaspoons vanilla extract  
2 tablespoons milk 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 cups flour  
1 can whole berry cranberry sauce  

(14 ounces) 
¼ cup powdered sugar 
1 cup cranberry jam, optional    
 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Liberally 
coat a 9-by-13-inch baking pan with non-
stick cooking spray.  
2. In a large bowl, beat eggs and sugar for 
5 minutes, until eggs have increased in 
volume.  
3. Add butter and vanilla and continue 
beating for an additional 2 minutes. Beat 
in milk and salt.  
4. Stir in flour and then fold in cranberry 
sauce. Spoon into baking pan.  
5. Bake 40 minutes or until a toothpick  
inserted comes out clean.  
6. Let cool, slice and serve dusted with  
powdered sugar. Top with cranberry jam, 
if desired. 

S E R V E S  1 2      

 Follow Vianney Rodriguez while she cooks 
in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where she 
features a recipe for Cranberry Punch. 
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Mini Cherry Muffins   
A N N  B A S H A R A  
G R AY S O N - C O L L I N  E C  

Mini muffins sweetened with maraschino 
cherries are the tastiest little holiday 
bites. Bashara’s mother made these tiny 
treats every year for Christmas parties, 
and they soon became a family tradition.  
 
4 tablespoons (½ stick) butter, room 

temperature, plus 2 tablespoons  
for buttering muffin pans 

½ cup brown sugar 
½ cup sugar 
2 eggs, separated  
1 cup flour 
¼ teaspoon baking powder 
1 jar maraschino cherries (10 ounces), 

drained, juice reserved 
½ cup finely chopped pecans 
1 cup powdered sugar, for dusting muffins   
  
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease 
mini muffin pans with butter.  
2. In a medium bowl, cream butter and 
sugars until light and creamy. Slightly beat 
egg yolks and add to mixture along with 
flour, baking powder and 3 tablespoons of 
reserved cherry juice and blend.  
3. Beat egg whites until light and fluffy. 
Gently fold into batter.  
4. Sprinkle ¼ teaspoon of pecans into  
the bottom of each muffin tin. Spoon 1 tea-
spoon of batter over pecans, then place one 
cherry in center of batter. Top with an addi-
tional teaspoon of batter to cover cherries.  
5. Bake 10–12 minutes.  
6. Dust with powdered sugar and serve 
warm.  

M A K E S  3  D O Z E N  

 M O R E  R E C I P E S  >

$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R  
 
Mom’s Pear Cake   
G I N G E R  C L A R D Y   
B A N D E R A  E C  

 

 

 

 
A quick and easy Bundt cake  
is the perfect dessert for the 
holiday table or feeding a 
breakfast crowd. Clardy’s cre-
ation is studded with pears, 
cinnamon and pecans and 
drizzled with a sweet glaze. 

S E R V E S  1 2

 $500 Recipe Contest 
 
PERFECT POTLUCK  DUE NOVEMBER 10  
Everybody looks forward to your contribution.  
Share your potluck specialty and you might win 
$500. Submit your favorite online by November 10.

C A K E  
3 eggs 
2 cups sugar 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
1 cup vegetable oil 
3 cups flour 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
1 cup chopped pecans 
4 cups diced pears, plus ½ cup for 

garnish, if desired  
 
G L A Z E  
2 tablespoons (¼ stick) butter 
2 cups powdered sugar 
2 tablespoons milk 
 
1. C A K E  Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Liberally coat a Bundt pan with nonstick 
cooking spray. 
2. In a large bowl, whisk together eggs, 
sugar, vanilla and vegetable oil until smooth.  
3. Stir in flour, salt, baking soda and cinna-
mon. Batter will be thick. 
4. Fold in pecans and pears.  
5. Spoon batter into Bundt pan. Bake  
40–50 minutes or until a toothpick in-
serted comes out clean.  
6. G L A Z E  Melt butter over low heat. Add 
powdered sugar and milk, whisk until 
smooth. Drizzle over warm cake. Garnish 
with diced pears, if desired.  



28  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   NOVEMBER 2023 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

Holiday Bark   
R I TA  P A U L    
U N I T E D  C O O P E R AT I V E  S E R V I C E S  

If you’re searching for a last-minute holi-
day treat that everyone will love, Paul’s 
holiday bark has you covered. This bark 
can easily be adapted to include a variety 
of nuts, dried fruits or candies. It’s done in 
a little over an hour and makes for the ulti-
mate edible gift.    
 
16 ounces chopped white chocolate  
1 cup dried cranberries  

1 cup shelled, chopped pistachios  
1 cup cashew halves   
 
1. Line a baking sheet with parchment.  
2. In a double boiler melt white chocolate, 
stirring occasionally until smooth.  
3. Pour melted chocolate onto baking 
sheet. Using a knife or rubber spatula, 
spread into a 9-by-12-inch rectangle. 
4. Sprinkle chocolate with cranberries, 
pistachios and cashews.  
5. Refrigerate at least 1 hour. Break into 
pieces before serving. 

M A K E S  A B O U T  1  D O Z E N  P I E C E S  

 
 Want more dessert options heading into 

the holidays? We’re happy to help with that. 
With more than 1,000 recipes from Co-op 
Country in our archives, you’re sure to find the 
perfect sweet treat. You can find them all on 
our website.

Over the River and 
Through the Woods 
 

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z  

Tips for traveling with holiday 
treats: 

Use muffin tins for deviled eggs,  
cupcakes and cold appetizers. 

Frost and decorate cupcakes and 
cakes after you arrive to avoid 
smudges. 

Add ice to a cooler before adding  
a cold dessert.  

Wrap the entire cookie tray in plastic 
wrap to keep it secure.  

When stacking frosted cookies, 
place waxed paper between each 
layer. 

Place four toothpicks into your 
frosted cake then gently drape foil 
over the cake to protect frosting.  

Use canning jars to transport sauces, 
fudge, cocoa mix and spiced nuts.  

 Enter Today 
 
TexasCoopPower.com/contests 
 

Cast-Iron Cookware
Giveaway Contest  
 

Enter today for your chance to win an heirloom-quality, 

handcrafted No. 14 “Comal” griddle or No. 12 skillet 

from Fredericksburg Cast Iron Co.

Shop now
TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Gift Shop
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marketplace

Across Town  |  Across Texas

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace 
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251    
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

 Marketplace

BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops • Garages • Barns • Equipment Sheds • Barndominiums

WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!
Price includes all labor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab with moisture barrier, one 

10"x10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, concrete aprons, electric stub *(Dirt may be extra)

Low Cost Pole BarnsLow Cost Pole Barns
26' x 48' x 10'26' x 48' x 10'

3 Sides Enclosed3 Sides Enclosed

Call now for our best pricing!Call now for our best pricing!
Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad SitesHay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites

Call Ron: 512-367-0428Call Ron: 512-367-0428

E-news

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join

WD Metal Buildings 

Turn Key Metal Buildings Info 
WDMB.com
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Hit the Road

Kid Stuff 
Legend has it that outlaw Billy the Kid lived out his days in Hico 

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R  

 
I  R E M E M B E R  sitting around the campfire telling stories about the Wild 
West. Specifically, the story of how infamous gunslinger Billy the Kid out-
smarted everyone and lived to old age in Hico under a fake name. Was it 
true? I headed to the small town southwest of Fort Worth to find out. 

There are a couple things I do every time I’m in Hico. First I eat a chicken-
fried steak at Koffee Kup Family Restaurant, and then I buy pecan toffee 
from Wiseman House Chocolates. After that, I’m ready to investigate.  

Hico’s historic downtown is booming these days, and the Billy the Kid 
Museum is right in the middle of it. The museum archives all the stories  
of Hico’s history and its infamous (alleged) resident. 

I walked the displays and dug deep into the legend of Henry McCarty, 
aka William H. Bonney, aka Billy the Kid. It seems even his real name is up 
for debate. What is certain is that Billy was a notorious outlaw who stole 
cattle and gunned down many men across the Southwest.  

Many say that lawman Pat Garrett shot and killed Billy in Fort Sumner, 
New Mexico, in 1881. There’s even a grave in that town with his name on it. 
But some say Garrett granted Billy mercy on the condition that he promise 
to never kill again.  

In the 1940s, a reporter with a hot tip tracked down a man named 
“Brushy Bill” Roberts in Hico. Brushy claimed he was indeed the outlaw, 
with the scars and stories to prove it. However, before he could receive an 
official pardon from the governor of New Mexico, he died of a heart attack. 
Many questions remain, but the folks in Hico believe it was Billy himself.  

Take a trip to Hico, conduct your own investigation and decide for 
yourself. D 

 
 

ABOVE Billy the Kid, in sculpted form,  
maintains a presence in downtown Hico.  
 

 See more of Chet’s search into the  
Billy the Kid mystery in the video on our  
website. And see all his Texplorations on  
The Daytripper on PBS.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

C
H

ET
 G

A
R

N
ER

NOVEMBER 
10 The Colony [10–11] Ameri-

can Heroes: A Salute to  
Veterans & First Responders, 
(972) 625-1106,  
thecolonytx.gov   

11 Brenham The Gatlin Brothers, 
(979) 337-7240,  
thebarnhillcenter.com 
 
Fredericksburg St. Martin’s 
Day Celebration,  
(830) 990-2044,  
visitfredericksburgtx.com 
 
San Marcos Hangar  
Dance, (737) 285-0015, 
hangardance.org 

16 Corsicana Holiday Tree 
Lighting, (903) 654-4850,  
visitcorsicana.com 
 
Marble Falls Pastel Demo 
With Dina Gregory,  
(830) 693-7324,  
visitmarblefalls.org 

18 Bluff Dale Front Porch 
Christmas Market,  
(817) 946-0141, 
facebook.com/ 
thefrontporchbluffdale 
 
Bowie Hanging of the 
Greens, (940) 872-6246,  
cityofbowietx.com 
 
Burnet Sip n’ Shop,  
(512) 766-0555, 
torrnalochs.com 
  
Fredericksburg Willow  
City Quilt Show and Live 
Auction, (830) 685-3376,  
willowcityfd.com 
 
Henderson A Very Merry 
Market, (318) 780-0620, 
thechurchatlakecherokee.com 
 

Know Before You Go 
 
Call ahead or check an event’s website 
for scheduling details, and check our 
website for many more upcoming events. 
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Kerrville Holiday Lighted  
Parade, (830) 257-7300,  
kerrvilletx.gov 

19 Giddings Sip & Shop Christ-
mas Market, (979) 542-3455, 
giddingstx.com 

25 Stonewall Deck the Halls, 
(830) 644-2252, 
tpwd.texas.gov 
 
Ingram [25–26, Dec. 1–3,  
8–10, 15–16] A Christmas 
Carol, (830) 367-5121, 
hcaf.com 

28 Columbus Christmas on  
the Colorado Lighted  
Parade, (979) 732-8385, 
columbustexas.org 

29 Tyler [29–Dec. 2] Mistletoe  
& Magic, (903) 595-5426, 
 juniorleagueoftyler.org 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 
01 Bowie Sweet Gingerbread 

Sip and Stroll With Me,  
(940) 872-6246,  
cityofbowietx.com 
 
Kerrville [1–2, 8–10, 15–17] 
One Christmas Eve at Ever-
green Mall, (830) 896-9393, 
caillouxperformingarts.com 

02 Lufkin Christmas in the 
Pines, (936) 633-0359,  
visitlufkin.com 
 
Post Light Up Post, (806) 
495-2811, postcitytexas.com 

07 New Braunfels Christmas 
Market at Historic Old  
Town, (830) 629-2943,  
newbraunfelsconservation.org 

 Submit Your Event 
 
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
February event by December 1, and it just 
might be featured in this calendar.

Visit us at ChristmasCapitalofTexas.com or call 817.410.3185 
#GVChristmas  •  Grapevine, Texas

✦  ICE! at Gaylord Texan Resort

✦  Peace Plaza Ice Rink

✦ Christmas concerts and films 

✦  Enormous decorations and  
Christmas displays

✦ AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

40 Days of  
Christmas Cheer
Mid November –  

December 31

Whether you are home or away, protect what
matters most from unexpected power outages

with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

RECEIVE A

AND LEARN ABOUT A SPECIAL,
LIMITED-TIME OFFER

FREE GENERATOR BUYER’S GUIDE

(833) 410-1449
Generac.com/buyers-guide

Call or visit our website to receive
your FREE Buyer’s Guide today!
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Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, 
Dept. DFC193-01, Burnsville, MN 55337 www.stauer.com

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: DFC193-01

A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

$29

Buy pendant, get earrings FREE!

To art nouveau 
jewelers at the turn of 

the last century, nothing 
was more beautiful than 
the dragonfly. In the 
dragonfly’s long body 
and outstretched wings, 
jewelers found the perfect 
setting for valuable stones. 
Th ese jewelers’ dragonfl y 
designs have become 
timeless statements 
of style; a dragonfly 
pendant designed by 
French jeweler René 
Lalique recently sold at
auction for $226,000. Inspired by his stunning artistry, 
we’ve crafted our Dragonfl y Nouvelle Collection, an 
elegant jewelry set for JUST $29!

True artisanship in Austrian crystal and yellow gold.
Th is necklace and earring set features gorgeous multicolored 
enamel paired with Austrian crystals and a yellow gold fi nish. 
Ask any jeweler and they’ll tell you it takes true artisanship to 
properly blend the blues and purples found in this enamel. 
While art nouveau dragonfl ies are hard to come by, we’re 
helping to repopulate their numbers 
with this artfully stylized depiction of 
some of nature’s smallest wonders!

Buy the pendant, get the earrings 
FREE. If Stauer were a normal 
company, we’d sell the necklace and 
earrings for $199 each, but because we 
engage the world’s best artisans and 
cut out the middlemen to sell directly 
to you, we’re off ering the necklace for 
JUST $29! Even better: If you buy 
within the next few days, we’ll throw 
in the earrings for FREE! Th at’s a 
nearly $400 value for JUST $29!

Act fast! Get this collection now 
before this off er goes extinct!

Jewelry Specifi cations:
•  Enamel with Austrian crystal. 

Yellow gold fi nish
•  Pendant: 1 ½  " W x 1 ¼  " H. 

Chain: 18" + 2", lobster clasp. 
Earrings: 1 ¼  " L, french wire

We’ve Found the Most 
Beautiful Endangered Species
Theirs sold at auction for $226,000. Ours is JUST $29! 
Curious? Read on!

FREE!
A $199 value!

Dragonfly Nouvelle Collection
A. Necklace  $199  $29* + S&P Save $170
B. Earrings    $199 FREE with purchase of 

Dragonfly Nouvelle Necklace
* Special price only for customers using the offer code.

Statement of Ownership, 
Management, 

and Circulation 
(Required by 39 USC 3685)    

1. Publication Title                        2. Publication Number              3. Filing Date 

Texas Co-op Power    0540-560             October 1, 2023  

4. Issue Frequency      5. Number of Issues Published Annually     6. Annual Subscription Price 

Monthly         Twelve                           $7.50  

7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication (Street, city, county, state and ZIP+4) 

1122 Colorado St., 24th Fl, Austin, Travis, Texas 78701-2167  

8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher 

1122 Colorado St., 24th Fl, Austin, Travis, Texas 78701-2167  

9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor 

Publisher 

Texas Electric Cooperatives, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Fl, 
Austin, Texas 78701-2167 
Editor 

Chris Burrows, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Fl, Austin, TX 78701 
Managing Editor 

Karen Nejtek, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Fl, Austin, TX 78701  

10. Owner 

Full Name                                                        Complete Mailing Address 

Texas Electric Cooperatives, Inc., is a nonprofit association of rural 
ECs organized as a cooperative membership corporation under Article 
1528b, Texas Civil Statutes. Its members are: Bailey County ECA, 
Muleshoe; Bandera EC, Bandera; Bartlett EC, Bartlett; Big Country EC, 
Roby; Bluebonnet EC, Giddings; Bowie-Cass EC, Douglassville; Brazos 
EC, Waco; Bryan Texas Utilities, Bryan; Central Texas EC, 
Fredericksburg; Cherokee County ECA, Rusk; Coleman County EC, 
Coleman; Comanche County ECA, Comanche; Concho Valley EC, San 
Angelo; CoServ EC, Corinth; Deaf Smith EC, Hereford; Deep East 
Texas EC, San Augustine; East Texas EC, Nacogdoches; Fannin 
County EC, Bonham; Farmers EC, Greenville; Fayette EC, LaGrange; 
Fort Belknap EC, Olney; Golden Spread EC, Amarillo; Grayson-Collin 
EC, Van Alstyne; Greenbelt EC, Wellington; Guadalupe Valley EC, 
Gonzales; Hamilton County ECA, Hamilton; Harmon EA, Hollis, 
Oklahoma; Heart of Texas EC, McGregor; HILCO EC, Itasca; Houston 
County EC, Crockett; J-A-C EC, Bluegrove; Jackson EC, Edna; Jasper-
Newton EC, Kirbyville; Karnes EC, Karnes City; Lamar County ECA, 
Paris; Lamb County EC, Littlefield; Lea County EC, Lovington, New 
Mexico; Lighthouse EC, Floydada; Lower Colorado River Authority, 
Austin; Lyntegar EC, Tahoka; Magic Valley EC, Mercedes; Medina EC, 
Hondo; MidSouth EC, Navasota; Navarro County EC, Corsicana; 
Navasota Valley EC, Franklin; North Plains EC, Perryton; Northeast 
Texas EC, Longview; Nueces EC, Robstown; Panola-Harrison EC, 
Marshall; Pedernales EC, Johnson City; PenTex Energy, Muenster; 
Rayburn Country EC, Rockwall; Rio Grande EC, Brackettville; Rita 
Blanca EC, Dalhart; Rusk County EC, Henderson; Sam Houston EC, 
Livingston; San Bernard EC, Bellville; San Miguel EC, Jourdanton; San 
Patricio EC, Sinton; South Plains EC, Lubbock; South Texas EC, 
Victoria; Southwest Rural EA, Tipton, Oklahoma; Southwest Texas EC, 
Eldorado; Swisher EC, Tulia; Taylor EC, Merkel; Tex-La EC of Texas, 
Nacogdoches; Tri-County EC, Azle; Trinity Valley EC, Kaufman; United 
Cooperative Services, Cleburne; Upshur-Rural EC, Gilmer; Victoria EC, 
Victoria; Wharton County EC, El Campo; Wise EC, Decatur; Wood 
County EC, Quitman.  

11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders          ⌧ None  

12. Tax Status     ⌧ Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months  

13. Publication Title                                                    14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below 

Texas Co-op Power                      October 1, 2023  

15.                                     Average No. Copies Each Issue     Actual No. Copies of Single Issue 

Extent and Nature of Circulation    During Preceding 12 Months        Published Nearest to Filing Date  

a. Total Number of Copies                     1,897,512                1,922,849  

b. Paid and/or                                      1,886,539                1,912,006 

    Requested 

    Circulation                                                       none                         none 
     

c. Total Paid Distribution                       1,886,539                1,912,006  

d. Free or Nominal                                           6,292                       6,357
  Rate Distribution                            none                         none 
                                                                      3,722                       3,868  

e. Total Free or Nomianal Rate Distribution    10,014                     10,225  

f. Total Distribution                                1,896,553                1,922,231  

g. Copies not Distributed                                       959                          618  

h. Total                                                 1,897,512                1,922,849  

i. Percent Paid                                              99.47%                     99.47%  

16.                                     Average No. Copies Each Issue     Actual No. Copies of Single Issue 

Extent and Nature of Circulation    During Preceding 12 Months        Published Nearest to Filing Date 

a. Paid Electronic Copies                                      none                         none 
b. Total Paid Print and Electronic Copies  1,886,539                1,912,006 
c. Total Print and Electronic Distribution  1,896,553                1,922,231 
d. Percentage Paid                                       99.40%                     99.42% 
I certify that 50% of all my distribution copies (electronic and print) are paid above a nominal price. 

17. Publication of Statement of Ownership 

     ⌧ Publication required. Will be printed in the November 2023 issue of this 
         publication.    
Signature and Title of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager or Owner      Date 

                    , Production Manager       October 1, 2023 
 
I certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete. I understand that anyone who 
furnishes false or misleading information on this form or who omits material or information requested on 
the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions 
(including civil penalties).

(1) Mailed Outside-County 
Paid Subscriptions Stated  
on PS 3541 
(2-4) In County, Sales Through 
Dealers and Carriers, Other 
Classes of Mail through USPS

(1) Free Outside-County 
included on PS 3541 

(2-3) Free In-County/Other  
Classes 

(4) Free or Nominal Rate 
Distribution Outside the Mail
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Focus on Texas

Golden Hour There are magical moments each day when the rising 
and setting sun kisses the surface of all it touches, 
transforming the world into hues of fiery gold. If you’re 
quick, you can capture it as these Texans have. Now pull 
up a chair and rest a spell. It’s the golden hour. 

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z  

Upcoming Contests 
 

DUE  NOV 10   Architecture        
DUE  DEC 10   Pollinators        
DUE  JAN 10   Rides             

 
Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests. 
 

 See Focus on Texas on our website for more 
Golden Hour photos from readers.

1  R I C K  K I E F F E R   
B L U E B O N N E T  E C  
“A beautiful spring sunrise over  
Beaver Lake.” 

2  A N G E L A  R O B E R T S O N  
B A N D E R A  E C  
“Dancing on the water.” 

3  PA U L  L A U D E R  
FA R M E R S  E C  
“Canoeing on a small lake near  
Anchorage, Alaska, at sunset.” 

4  J O H N  T E L F O R D  
C E N T R A L  T E X A S  E C  
“Taken in the Hill Country during  
the last light of a cold December day. 
One look and then he was gone.”

4

32

1



34  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   NOVEMBER 2023 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

O N  N OV E M B E R  2 1 ,  1 9 6 3 ,  the principal of 
Dolores School in South Austin told the 
teachers that President John F. Kennedy 
and his beautiful wife were coming to 
visit Austin. We were to take the children 
downtown from our Catholic school in 
the old yellow buses, stand along the 
main drag and wave to them as they 
drove through the city in an open car. 

After lunch the next day, the children 
lined up in order in the parking lot, first 
grade up to eighth grade. They stood  
quietly, but I could sense a wave of con-
trolled excitement rippling through us. 
This was an opportunity of a lifetime—
seeing our hero, our president.  

All eyes were on the mother superior, 
our principal, while we watched for  
her signal to begin boarding the buses. 
“Mother, mother!” the school secretary 

called as she ran toward us. She whispered 
to the principal, handing her a transistor 
radio. Then Mother turned to us and said, 
“Gov. Connally has been shot. We’re going 
into the church to pray for him.”  

Stunned, we turned around, still in  
orderly lines, first graders first.  

We filed into the pews and knelt, 
hands clasped, heads bowed. Mother 
stood in front of us, holding the small 
radio close to her ear; we heard a muted 
voice but could not make out the words. 
Then she moved the radio away from  
her ear and said to us, her voice steady, 
“The president has been shot. Pray for 
the president.” 

A universal gasp coursed through the 
church. The little children squirmed as 
they knelt. The older girls began crying, 
softly. The radio continued its secret 
words. Little candle flames trembled in 
their blood-red holders, poised for news.  

Then we heard the worst: “The presi-
dent is dead. Pray for our president, 
John F. Kennedy”—all of this delivered 
by a calm, tearless woman. Shocked,  
I mumbled some sort of prayer, tears 
running down my face.  

In orderly lines, we returned to our  
classrooms. With fearful eyes, my second 
graders stared at me. They knew some-
thing bad had happened but weren’t sure 
what it was. A few of the girls began crying. 

I swiped my face with a tissue and  
reassured them that I was OK. They  
returned to their seats. One of the boys 
raised his hand. 

“Miss Cox.” 
“Yes, Jimmy.”  
“Does this mean we don’t get out of 

school?” 
“Yes, that’s what it means.” 
A hushed “aw” came in unison from 

out of their innocent mouths. What did 
they know? They were so young; they 
didn’t comprehend the impact of the 
horrible news.  

Mother stopped by my classroom to tell 
me the children would be dismissed early.  

Thank goodness. I didn’t have to con-
tinue the facade. D

A School Day  
Like No Other 
60 years ago this month, time stopped 
for Texans wherever they were 

  
B Y  K AT H L E E N  C O X  R I C H A R D S O N  
I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y   
S T E P H A N I E  S H A F E R  

Observations
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Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RGW156-01, Burnsville, MN 55337  www.stauer.com

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: RGW156-01  

A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

$99

Impossible PriceONLY

1920s Style for a 1920s Price
It was a warm summer afternoon and my wife and I 

were mingling with the best of them. The occasion 
was a 1920s-themed party, and everyone was dressed to 
the nines. Parked on the manse’s circular driveway was 
a beautiful classic convertible. It was here that I got the 
idea for our new 1920s Retrograde Watch. 

Never ones to miss an opportunity, we carefully steadied 
our glasses of bubbly and climbed into the car’s long front 
seat. Among the many opulent features on display was a 
series of dashboard dials that accentuated the car’s lavish 
aura. One of those dials inspired our 1920s Retrograde 
Watch, a genuinely unique timepiece that marries 
timeless style with modern technology. 

With its remarkable retrograde hour and 
minute indicators, sunburst guilloche face 
and precision movement, this design is truly 
one of a kind. What does retrograde mean? 
Instead of displaying the hands rotating on 
an axis like most watches, the hands sweep 
in a semicircle, then return to their starting 
point and begin all over again.

Retrograde watches by the big brands can set 
you back thousands; one recent offering from 
a big French fashion house is selling for more 
than $150,000! But because we’ve designed the 
1920s Retrograde Watch in-house, we can offer it 
to you for just $99! 

This watch is so wildly popular with our customers that 
we’re actually concerned about running out; we only 
have 937 729 left for this ad! 

Watch Specifications:
• Precision movement
• Stainless steel case, caseback and crown
• Retrograde hour and minute indicators
• Water-resistant to 5 ATM
• Brown genuine leather band
• Fits wrists up to 8"

1920s Retrograde Watch 
 $399   $99* + S&P Save $300
* Special price only for customers using the offer code.

“An elegant and exciting timepiece that 
every collector will love.” 

— George Th omas, internationally 
renowned watch expert

“[A] unique and 
beautiful timepiece.”

— Carlos C., Los Banos, CA

Join more than 1 million smart 
people who love stauer watches



AFFORDABLE LIFE INSURANCE
The Best Idea For ... Personal Insurance - Business Insurance - Mortgage Protection

Premiums illustrated represent 10 year level term insurance with guaranteed level premiums for 10 years.  $100,000 - $1,000,000 rates are Select-A-Term [policy form no. 07007] Preferred Plus 
Non-tobacco.  This coverage features a level death bene昀t with fully guaranteed level premiums for the 昀rst 10 years with coverage to expire at age 95.  The policy may be continued on Annual 
Renewable Term at the end of the level premium period without evidence of insurability until the anniversary nearest the insured’s 95th birthday.  The underwriting risks, 昀nancial and contractual 
obligations and support functions associated with products issued by American General Life Insurance Company (AGL) Houston, TX are its responsibility.  AGL does not  solicit business 
in the state of New York.  All terms, conditions and limitations of any policy issued shall govern.  American General Life Companies is the marketing name for a group of domestic life insurers 
including American General Life Insurance Company and The United States Life Insurance Company in the City of New York.  Policies and riders not available in all states.  Premium rates 
current as of September 2023; rates may vary by state.  Premiums available for other rate classes, ages and payment plans.  Premium charges depend on evidence of insurability.  Premiums 
increase at the end of the guaranteed term if policy is renewed.  Death bene昀t remains level.  The policy may be contested for two years from the date of issue for material misstatements or 
omissions on the application.  Death bene昀t is limited to return of premium paid in the event of suicide within 昀rst two years.  Rates subject to change.   Standard Marketing Services represents 
AGL and other 昀ne insurance companies.  
All companies identi昀ed above are wholly owned subsidiaries of Corebridge Financial, Inc. Corebridge Financial and Corebridge are marketing names used by subsidiaries of Corebridge 
Financial, Inc.

Call Wiley Maddox Today to Request an Application: 

NON-TOBACCO   RATES Copyright 2011 All Rights Reserved

(203) 637-1544 or (800) 645-1544
Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm EST

MONTHLY RATES MONTHLY RATES

10 - YearGuaranteedLevel Rates

Introduces

* $500,000 and $1,000,000 monthly rates are rounded up to the nearest dollar.  Therefore, actual monthly rates at $500,000 and 
$1,000,000 may be slightly less.

     Male         Female           Male         Female       Male     Female     Male     Female
      $100,000                   $250,000               $500,000*      $1,000,000*Issue

Age  Issue
Age

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

8.86

9.04

9.21

9.21

9.39

9.63

10.05

10.44

10.90

11.49

12.17

12.76

13.27

13.39

13.69

14.13

15.38

16.37

17.47

18.69

20.64

22.70

24.70

  14

15

 15

 16

 17

 18

 20

 22

 24 

26

28

30

33

35

38

40

45

49

55

60

67

74

81

9.77

10.33

10.52

11.69

12.35

12.94

13.66

14.21

14.73

15.68

16.87

17.85

19.15

20.46

21.78

23.42

25.39

28.03

30.97

34.01

37.15

41.68

45.60

18

22

22

24

25

27

30

33

38

41

46

49

54

58

63

69

78

87

101

112

122

139

155

8.61

9.43

9.79

10.14

10.48

11.01

11.61

12.41

13.25

14.10

15.16

15.83

16.84

17.78

18.78

20.01

21.19

22.77

24.82

26.22

27.87

31.08

33.44

7.69

8.07

8.30

8.42

8.55

8.76

8.97

9.18

9.39

9.73

10.15

10.61

11.09

11.90

12.16

12.83

13.74

14.89

15.89

16.73

17.51

19.49

20.64

11

13

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

22

24

25

27

29

31

34

35

38

44

46

50

53

58

27.68

30.35

33.50

36.50

40.06

43.47

48.24

52.56

59.15

65.66

74.33

82.98

93.20

102.45

113.68

127.55

142.08

159.25

200.03

249.54

310.70

374.78

450.51

50.44

55.51

59.99

66.44

73.91

84.94

93.16

100.34

115.13

129.28

145.11

161.68

181.25

204.38

232.46

267.15

303.50

346.45

418.29

505.52

613.27

726.16

859.57

89

98

109

122

137

151

168

188

208

231

262

293

330

374

427

493

562

644

785

956

1167

1389

1651

172

190

207

236

261

284

323

356

392

436

491

548

615

702

807

937

1074

1235

1489

1797

2179

2578

3050

21.78

23.38

25.27

27.13

29.18

34.39

38.53

41.15

44.62

49.09

59.65

65.91

73.30

82.71

94.13

108.24

123.01

140.48

174.92

216.74

268.40

322.52

386.48

36.04

38.76

41.71

47.11

51.33

59.61

64.39

69.75

75.41

83.65

112.92

129.33

148.72

159.34

172.23

188.15

204.84

224.56

276.67

339.94

418.11

500.00

596.78

62

68

73

84

92

100

110

122

135

148

174

188

204

235

272

319

367

424

530

658

817

983

1180

 117

129

140

155

172

187

206

229

248

272

322

352

387

443

512

596

685

789

982

1215

1504

1807

2164

30

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

16

18

20

21

22

24

27

29

31

34

38

41

44

48

52

57

62

67

77

83

90

97

107

    $100,000                       $250,000                  $500,000*           $1,000,000* 
    Male          Female             Male           Female         Male        Female       Male         Female


